Aggressive small choroidal melanoma presenting as a dense cataract.
A 58-year-old woman with an aggressive, invasive, small post-equatorial choroidal melanoma presented with progressively blurred vision and a dense cataract in the affected eye. During phacoemulsification surgery, heavily pigmented retrolental vitreous was identified. Fine needle aspiration biopsy revealed heavily pigmented epithelioid cells without diagnostic features of malignancy. Small epithelioid-type choroidal melanoma (2.5 mm x 2.5 mm x 1.5 mm) was confirmed following enucleation. Diffuse preretinal space seeding, vitreous infiltration, forward spreading of tumor cells into the lens capsule and trabecular meshwork resulted in a complicated cataract.